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I E'S I FIDEL CASTRO, THE MAM WITH
] THE BEARD, LEADER oOF "LOS RAPRUDOST *
THE HEAQ‘ESEF.PEBFL ADMY THAT HAG
TAKEN CUBA IN A MUCH-PUBLICIZED
WaR! THIG IS THE MAN CUBA HAILS
AG HERD AND LIBERATOR/ THIS IS
. THE MAN,.. AND THIG WAS HIS WAR,..
AND BOTH ARE INSEPARABLE) 1

WHAT MANNER OF MAN & THIS BEARDED OWE WHO NOW CONTROLS CLUBAD WHIAT WAS HE FSHTING
FOR WHEN HE LED HIS REBELS AGAINST A TRAINED AND WELL-EQUIPPED ARMY P
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THE BOY, FIDEL CASTRO, WAS BORM IN ORIENTE
PROVINGCE, THE SON OF A WELL-TO-DO PLANTER/!
HE LOVED GUNS AND HUNTINGS

AS HE GREW OLDER HE ATTENDED COLLEGE IN HAVANA
AND BECAME INTERESTED |N POLITICS/

I REALIZE OUR COUNTRY
COULD BE POLITICALLY MUCH
BETTER OFF! BUT, WHAT CAN
WE DOP WE MEED A CAUSE...
A CAUSE ! B

HE WAS A YWOLING MAN SEARCHING FOR A CAUGE

WHEM IN 1947 HE FOUMND OWE, AND THOUGH

IT WAS A REMOTE CAUSE, IT APPEALED TO
HIS IMPLLSIVE, ROMANTIC NATURE !

WE SAIL AT MIDNIGHT/

HE JOINED 1,100 CARIBBEAN REVOLUTIONARIES
SAILING IN SHIPS FROM CUBA T2 INVADE DICTATOR
TRUJILLO'S DOmiNICAN REPUBLIC/

YOL ASk ME WHY [ AM HERE P HAT'S THAT.,
THIS 1S A CAUSE FOR ALL RIGHT= )OUT THERE...
THINKING MEN) THN ORIENTE
PROVINCE WHERE I WAS .
BORM, WE HATE DIicTATORS, )

CUBAN GUNBOATS SANK THE SHIP AND FIDEL
CASTREO SWAM THREE MILES TO SHORE WITH
HI& TOMMY-GUN STILL STRAPPED TO HIS BACK ]
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CASTRO RETURNED TO HAVANA AND BECAME A
LAWYER THEN, INEVITABLY, DRIFTED INTS POLITICS
AND BECAME A CAMDIDATE FOR COMGRESS WHEN,
MARCH I0, 1952, BATISTA SEIZED THE COUNTRY BY
Akl ARMED COUP AND CANCELLED ALL CANDIDATES.
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FIDEL STRO HAD AT LAST FOUND HIS
CAUSE / HE SOLD EVERYTHING HE DWNED,
RAISED $£20,000.) AND THEN, WITH, HIS
BROTHER RAUL. AND IS0 FRIENDS, FORMED

HI& PEOPLE'S ARrMmY/

IT IS BUT THE BEGINNING S
CLUBA MLUST BE FREE FROM
THE TYRANTS HEEL/

AT DAWN, JULY 26, 1953, CASTRO LED A COLUMM OF
I3 CARS N A SURPRISE ATTACK ON SANTIAGOD'S
MONCADS BARRACKS WHERE BATISTA TROOPS

| L&Y SLEEPING! BUT, A JEEP PATROL BECAME

SUSPICIOUS AND...

HALT ! WHO GOES
THERE P

CASTRO WAS TRIED AND, N HIS OWN DEFENSE,
SPOKE FFGJ? THREE HOURS, A ROUSING REBEL
SPEECH.!

WE WERE BORH IN A FREE
COUNTRY AND WE WILL NOT CONSENT
TO BE SLAVES! I DO MOT FEA%
IMPRISONMENT ! CONDEMN MES IT
DOES NOT MATTERS HisTORY WILL

ABSOLVE ME/S

CASTRO WAS SENTENCED TO 15 YEARS
IMPRISONMENT, BUT |N 1955 BATISTA
RELEASED ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS.
CAGTEC WAS FEEE AND IMMEDIATELY
WENT TO MEXICO TO RECELUIT MEN AND
MONEY FOR A NEW REBEL ArRMmY[S

COLOMEL BAYO, I NEED I wiLL TEACH
YOU TO TEACH MY MEN JTHEM ALL THE

CASTRD'S EORCES, IN THE WILDERNESE HILLS

OF THE SIERRA MAESTREA, GREW/ BEARDS BE-

CAME THEIR TRADEMARKS! SYMPATHY FOR HIg

CAHMSE ALSO GREW AND MONEY AND ARMS
POLURED TO THEMYS

GUERILLA TACTICS/ ARTS OF ‘WAR

M‘
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INTERVIEW FIDEL! /..

I HEAR MORE 51 THEY CAN SHARE CUR
AMERICAN MNEWS= | BOUNTIFUL DINNER... OF
PAFPERMEN ARE WILD PLAINTAING AND
COMING TO MANGOESY
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FOR TWO YEARS CASTRS PERCHED ©OMN THE
HMIGHEST MOUNTAIN RANGE IN CLUBA, GATHER-
NG MEN AND SYMPATHY AMND PROVING THAT

BATISTA AND HIS ABMY CoULD BE FLOUTEDS

|

THEM, TOWARD THE END OF 1958, THE REBEL ARMY
BEGAN TO MOVE. THEY ADVANCED DOWHN THE MOLIN=-
TAIN FIGHTING SKIEMISHES WITH THE ARMY.S

FORWARD! FORWARD
LOS BARBUDOS/

MONCADA BARRACKS SURRENDERED AND A WEEK
LATER BATISTA FLED AND HIS ARMY SURREN-
DERED! CASTRO BEGAN A TRIUMPHANT WEST-

WARD SWEEBP! THE WAR HAD BEEN WON/S
‘@ .( vivA CASTRO/ Ty

IN THIS MUCH-PUBLICIZED WAR THE REBEL
CASLALTIES HAD BEEN A MERE 250 MEN,
THE EMNEMY CASUALTIES, ABOUT 4007 CASTRO
THE CONQUERER, BRAVE, SHREWD, COMFIDENT,
IDEALISTIC, GENEROUS AND... LUCKY, IS NOW
THE LEADER OF HIS PEOPLE!

i WE WILL BUILD A PEOFLE'S
ARMY WITH LOS BARBLUDOS AS i
ITS CORE,/ THERE WILL BE GREAT L
REFORMS... GREAT OO0 FOR i
. THE PECPLE... .
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CAMN HE SUMMON MATURITY, WISDOM TO SURMOUNT
THE PLUSH OF VICTORY AND POWER P HE HAS wpu
THE WAR, BUT THAT IS BUT HALF THE BATTLE,
CAN FIDEL CASTRO, THE MAN WITH THE BEARD,
WiN THE MORE IMPORTANT PEACE R ONLY THE

FUTURE, AND HISTORY, CAN ANSWER)S




	01
	02
	03
	04



